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And {acquitted on rorspar the 21ſt of March, 1786. 


Containing the particulars of his accidentally meeting with the young lady, A "I | 


pened previous to their arrival at Brighthelmſtone Church-Yard ; the buſineſs 


, tranſacted there; the reaſons why the ſcene of action was removed from thes awful ſpot, to 


the Bathing Machine, what happened afterwards, &c, Wherein every tranſaction is mi. 
nutely related, without ſuppreſſing a ſingle circumſtance, whether. it militates againſt or 
for him, J 


the 
On mt 2 — — 


.  - WRITTEN BY HIMSELF © 


— 
2 


1 


— > —b— 


6 @ N D @ Nz 
Printed for R. RANDALL, No: 116, Shoe-Lane, Fleet-Street. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
[Entered at Stationers Hall.) 


* 
* 
* 
- ; — 
4 4 
* 
Fi 
* 
„* V! 
. 
5 — * 
e . 
* 
- 
* 
» _- 
A 4 
. 
4 -- 
— * : 
— . 
. 
J . 
20 1 
. 
- 
CY 
. —— * 
* 
5 A — 
— 
* | | | | 
* 5 9 : 4 N 2 
n 
Nu 7 
” 4, : 7 
* Jv 'G 
n 
* : 
* 
* 
— | 
* 
f _ 
. 
* 
* 
1 we 
L * * * 
1 a : 
; 5 * 
2 * 
; * 
* 
PET” | 
0 
, - P 
-<h 
* 
* 
j 
% 
uh y _—— — — A porn," — — —— 1 3-6. 


#44 


3 8 * 


A 
Yd 


— — 


1 
7 


—— 


— 


FE 
«ITY 
— 


-- 


—— — — — — —— D 


FP ROM THE 


PUBLISHER w the READER, 


* 


„ HE author of che following narrative was acquitted without 
making any defence, his counſel aſſuring him that it was totally 
unneceſſary; as during the croſs- examination of the lady, ſufficient had 
been ſaid by her to exculpate him. But, as he had not an opportunity 
on the trial, to make his innocence ſo fully appear as he could wiſh, he 
was not ſatisfied with a bare acquittal, after a conſultation among the 
Jury of almoſt half an hour. He wiſhed to be acquitted without heſita- 
tion, and that all doubts with regard to his having committed a capital 
offence might have been removed. He has therefore had recourſe to the 
expedient of publiſhing his caſe, not as a juſtification, but to ſhew that 
he was leſs culpable than the generality of people have imagined him to be. 
Much has been ſaid, in variety of companies, that it was infamous, baſe, and 
unmanly 


* 


T4 I 
un omanly t to take ad raptage of the lady on account of of the e — of her 
intellects. "This argument is certainty æ foretble one, had- Mr."Motherill 
known that ſhe was rather below mediocrity in point of underſtanding; 
but the contrary evidently appears a the follawing p Fhe conqueſt 
ſo eaſily obtained over the lady, he (as many others would habe done in 
his ſituation) attributed to his own figure and addreſs, and not to her 
mode of education, and want of mental abilities. In ſhort, the fate of 
the lady is much to be lamented, and that of Mr. Motherill, who is really 


a man of a religious turn of mind, is almoſt equally deplorable. 


 PFhet-Strect, 4th April, 1786. 
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T may perhaps be imagine d by ſome, that I arrogate too much conſe- 
quence to myſelf, to ſuppoſe that my infignificant memoirs can be in 
any degree intereſting to the public; but as a conſiderable part of my late 
adventures appears myſterious, as already repreſented to the public, juſtice 
to myſelf, as well as an inclination to comply with the requeſts of wy 
friends, induces me to publiſh this narrative, 


Though my language may be fimple and unadorned with flowing pe- 
riods, the particulars I ſhall relate ſhall be founded on the ſtricteſt truth; 
which I am now enabled to do, as I have obtained an honourable acquittal. 
I cannot therefore have any motive for miſrepreſenting facts as I have ng 
onger any hopes or fears with reſpect to influencing a jury, 


B Being 


C8 3 


Being 1 in an indifferent ſtate of health, and ſuppoſing that a little country 
air and exerciſe might be ferviteable tö fre, I Tr dt from the mietropons 
on the 1ſt of May, 1783, and arrived on that day, at Carſhalton, where I 
engaged myſelf to work with Mr. Macklin, with whom I continued about 
fix or ſeven weeks. | 
During my reſidence in this place, nothing material happened, and my 
: only reaſon for quitting it was, that my ſervices were no longer required ; 
and 8 1 4 


From Carſhalton I proceeded to Epſom, Aber on my arrival, I ws i im · 
mediateiy engaged by Mr, Lucas, and after a ſtay of about five weeks, 
quitted him alſo for want of ſufficient employment, 


I then directed my ſteps towards Dorking, and obtained employmen, 

from Mr, Sparks for about ten or eleven days, when I left that place, and 

ma e towards Brighthelmſtone ; ang. after a pleaſant journey of two 
days I arri ted xt that place, my healch being confidergbly improved. 


Soon after my arrival, I made the neceſſary enquiries among the trade, 
and found no difficulty in getting a maſter; being almoſt immediately en- 
gaged by Mr. Garringe of Brighthelmſtone Cliff; with whom I continued 
about ſix weeks, and was then diſcharged on account of his not having em- 
ployment for me. 1 then applied to Mr, Reneau, with whom I remained 
one week, and parted from him the Saturday preceding the Sunday on which 
the unfortunate buſineſs happened between me and the yqung lady who has 
given occaſion for this narrative. ; 


On Sunday being the 11th of September, 1783, I ſpent the day by ap- 
pointment, at the Star and Garter, Brighthelmſtone Cliff, with ſeyeral per- 
ſons of the ſame occupation, who had come down to that faſhionable place 
of reſort to get employment; it being then the height of the Brightton 

ſeaſon, 


— 


1 


ſeaſon. Having dined together, a cheerful glaſs enſued, and we jo- 
vially ſpent the afternoon till about nine o'clock,z when I took my leave of 
the company, which I left behind me: it may be neceſſary to add, that, 
though I had drank pretty freely, I had not drank immoderately, and was 
only approaching to intoxication ; for 1 perfectly underſtood what I was 
about, and parted with a determined reſolution to retire to bed, 


But, as I had been fitting almoſt the whole day, and conſidering that it 
was not a late hour, I altered my plan, and inſtead of going home, meant 
to take a ſolitary walk about the town; but I did not entertain the moſt diſa 
tant idea of engaging in an amour of any kind: and I could not poſſibly 
think of an intrigue with a young lady, whom I had never known or heard 
of before that period. | 


Walking up North-ſtreet, I met with the waſher-woman who waſhed for 
the Star and Garter, with whom (from my frequently uſing that houſe) I had 
become ſomewhat acquainted, I therefore commenced a converfation with 
her, and whilſt we were talking of indifferent matters, the maid ſervant of 
Mr. Sycamore, who was alſo acquainted with the waſher-woman, at that 
time paſſing by, was accoſted by her, and ſhe joined in the converſation with 
us. The ſubject that firſt engaged our attention, was matrimony, and Mr. 
Sycamore's maid was aſked by the waſher-woman, if ſhe had got married 
yet. She replied, “ I have not yet been able to get any body in the 
mind.” 


We converſed a ſhort time, chiefly in the amorous ſtile, and then the 
waſher-woman quitted us, after which, I accompanied Mr. Sycamore's fer. 
vant to the paſſage leading to his houſe, and continued with her in that 
paſſage for the ſpace of fifteen or twenty minutes; I aſſumed the character 
of a lover, and breathed ſoft tender tales; but I made not any indecent at- 
tempt or uttered the leaſt ſyllable that could be offenſive to the chaſteſt ear. 


; 

k 

| 
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At length, the infiſted upon my departure, as her miſtreſs would be of- 
fended at her ſtaying ſo long ; ſhe therefore went into the houſe, and im- 
mediately afterwaids I heard a carriage coming along, which ſloꝑped at the 
end of the paſſage in which I then was. In order to prevent ſuſpicion of 
any kind, I continued in the paſſage, careleſsly leaning over a low wall, 
which terminated one fide of it towards the garden, and I ſaw a young 
gentleman alight from the carriage, hand a young lady out of it, and then 
get in again, imagining the lady to be perfectly ſafe, After which 
the carriage drew off, and the young lady knocked at the firſt door, 
(there being another door further vp) which not being heard or attended to, 
ſhe knocked at the further door, but could get no admittance there, She 
therefore came up to me, and aſked for the man- ſervant, by name ? I aſſured 
her that I could not poſſibly give her the information ſhe required, being an 
abſolute ſtranger in the place, She appeared entirely at a loſs how to act 
in that fituation, which induced me to aſk her to take a walk with me fo, 
about a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes ; ſaying the people might 
probably be in the way by that time. She accepted of my propoſal with- 


out the leaſt heſitation, and I requeſted to know of her in what part would 


be moſt agreeable for her to walk, whether in the ſtreets of the town, upo® 
the Stein, or upon Church-hill, The lady obſerved it was equally agteea- 
ble to her, 


Finding her ſo very conformable, I began to think I might proceed to 
any freedoms without giving offence, and, without any ceremony, took ber 
rourd the neck and kiſſed her, I then placed my hand towards the uppe 
part of her thighs (upon the outfide of her cloaths) when ſhe cried out in an 
accent that did not expreſs any diſpleafure—** Ob fie ! Don't do that here.“ 


She then took hold of my right arm, and we walked up North-ſtreet, 


During this time we talked to each other very famitiarly, and IT then 
propoſed to go into the Church-yard, which ſhe conſented to without a 
fingle objection. 


After 


. 


After taking a ſurvey of the place, and fixing upon a convenient ſpot, 1 
aſked the lady if it would be agreeable to her to he as familiar as man and 
wife. Her anſwer was „Don't let us ſtay above the menti ned time.“ Im- 
mediately after which ſhe tucked up her white gown and petticoat, ſaying 
ſhe ſhould not wiſh to ſoil them, With a little aſſiſtance. the lady laid 
down, and I ###*** ##*# without the leaſt refiſtance, When we bad 


been in the Church- yard about three hours, during which time we had four 


times * (though not each time in ſo perfect a manner as I could have 
wiſhed) the finding it neceſſary to affiſt and encourage me, as I had been a 
little damaged with the liquor I had drank ; and even in this buſineſs, her 
aſhſtance was all voluntary, 


” then began to rain, and the (for the firſt ame) <xpreſſed an \inclina- 
tion to go home. I adviſcd her againft that ſtep, alledging that it would 
be too late to, get admittunce, as the family would doubtleſs be gone to 
bed; but I told her I knew where to procure a place where ſhe might ſleep 
dry all the night, She therefore took hold of my arm, and we walked 
down North-ſtreet, to the top of Welt-ſtreet, and along Weſt-ſtreet to the 
Clif, and thence proceeded, rill we came oppoſite the bathing machines. 
I then conducted the lady down the ſteps, handed her into one of the ma- 
chines, and followed her; where we remained till five o'clack-in the morn- 
ing, when ſhe ſaid it would be proper to depart, as the ladies would ſpeedily 
eome to bathe. Whilſt we continued in the machine, I made three other 
attempts, and they were little more than attempts, the effects of the liquor 
Mill n in ſome degree againſt ey ery effort, 


N e, however, quitted the machine, and, at the lady 's requeſt, I con- 
ducted her within fifty yards of her own home, where we ſeparated ; De 
thanking me for my trouble = civility, | 

Soon aſter 1 parted from her, and nearly on the ſpot where we ſeparated, 
four men came up to me, and aſked me tows 1 caine by that lady? I told 


C "=> 
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(1) 
them ſhe had been intoxicated, and begged of me to- take care of her, 
They took me immediately into cuſtody, and conveyed me to Mr, Syca- 
- more's, where her father lodged. Mr. Fuller, a juffice of the peace, came 
from Lewis to examine me (there being no juſtice of the peace at Brighton) 
to whom I declared the facts above related. The young lady pretended l 
had forced her away, Two ſurgeons were ſent for, who inſpected me, and 
found that I had a venereal complaint at that time, I was informed that 


they alſo inſpected the lady, and thar they entertained very different opi- 
nions reſpecting the injury the lady had received. | 


The juſtice committed me to Horſham goal, whither I was ſent on the 
12th of September, and was much abuſed and inſulted by the populace on 
my quitting the town of Brighton. cannot omit tomention here, that, dur- 
ing my examination, I was refuſed a draught of water, and had nothing 
to eat or drink till the Tueſday, when I arrived at the 820, and had my 
lowance loaf. 


1 remained in priſon upwards of fix months, very much diftrefſed the 


greateſt part of the time. Lord Surry humanely called twice at the gaol, 


and gave me half a guinea each time. Captain Carter and ſeveral other 


benevolent gentlemen, contributed to alleviate my diſtreſſes; and though 1 
was loaded with irons of the weight of ſeventeen pounds, when I was ſent to 


A Horſham, my bebaviour 1 was ſuch as to claim the indulgence : of the keeper, 


and, for the Iſt two months preceding the trial, 1 was entirely without 
irons. 


Here I cannot avoid mentioning with gratitude, the very ſalutary- aſſiſt. 


ance I met wit. from my brethren in the metropolis. A watch of mine, 
of very inconfiderable value, was raffled for by them, at the rate of ten 
pounds, which ſum was tranſmitted to me, though the watch was not in- 
trinſically worth more than a fourth part of that ſum, With this money 
I feed counſel, and took other methods for my — previous to my 
trial. 


It 
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It is peculiar to the priſoners in Horſham gaol to wear an extraordinary 
livery, As ſoo as a culprit, charged with felony, arrives, he is ſtripped 
quire naked, and obliged to waſh himſelf in a large tub of warm water, 
provided for that purpoſe. After which, the cloathing he goes in with 
is laid afide in a particular place, and he is furniſhed with the gaol uni- 
form, viz. a coat, waiſtcoat, and breeches, half yellow, and half green, 
ſo ſtrangely diverſified as to give him a very ridiculous appearance. He 
muſt alſo attend the aſhzes in this livery; ; but, ſhould he be capitally con- 
victed, he muſt be exeeuted in his own cloaths, which ' afterwards be- 
comes the property of the executioner. Thoſe who are tranſported or 
otherwiſe diſcharged, from the priſon, leave their chequered ſuit behinds 
and march away with their own cloaths, that had been depoſited in the 
priſon wardrobe. 5 - 


The awful time at length atriving, when I was to appear and be ar- 
-raigned ſor the crime for which I ſtood committed, l departed from Hor- 
ſham the 2oth of March, at twelve o'clock at night, in the company of 
twenty-nine miſerable. wretches, charged with variety of offences, We 
freighted a waggon and a cart, and travelled from, Horſham to Eaſt Grin- 
ſtead (the diſtance of Fighteen miles) in about ſixteen hours, 


] believe I ſhall not be 5005 of vanity, when I declare that the ds 
came in multitudes, from all quarters, to the fides of the road through 
which we paſſed; many of whom. I ſuppoſe were induced ſo to do, from 
the noiſe which my little amour had occaſioned, eſpecially in that part of 
the county of Suſſex, My ears were frequently aſſailed, in particular, with 
the interrogations of the young ladies, who frequently cried out, Which 
is him? ? 

I need not give the particular; of the tria', as that has been already pub- 
liſhed ; but I cannot forget the obligation I am under to Mr. Rous, my 


counſel, who generouſly returned me the fee he received, after my acquittal, 
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My thanks are equally due to Mr, Ellis, an eminent attorney at Horſham, 
and clerk to the ſeſſions, who alſo ſuffered his care and aſſiduity on my 
behalf to go unrewarded, | 


This narrative is not intended as a . of my conduct in this 
buſineſs, or even as an attempt to extenuate my crime. My behaviour 1 
acknowledge to be cenſurable in a, very great degree; but few young 
men, I believe, would have ated otherwiſe, all the circumſtances confi- 
dered; and I truſt, my offences are ſomewhat attoned for by the impriſon? 
ment and other ſufferings, which were the conſequences of one night's 
folly. For, though 1 may be thought infamops by many people, who 
have not thoroughly inveſtigated this matter, my feelings have been 
greatly hurt by the remembrance of it, eſpecially on the lady's account 
I have ſuffered moſt ſenſibly too on account of an aged and affeQionate 
mother, who, on hearing the news of my being committed to priſon for 
a rape, was almoſt, deprived of life with the horrid ſhock, from which ſhe 


is not yet perfectly . recovered. 


At the time of my trial, and br a fortnight before, I was aſflited with 
an ague and fever, and, on my return to town, after my acquittal, was fo 
extremely ill as to faint away upon the road; and, had it not been for 


Mr Rous's well-timed benevolence, muſt have had many difficulties to 
encounter, | 


Being deſirous of giving the public every ſatisfaction in my power, it 
may not be thcught impertinent in me to mention my age and place of 
nativity. I was born at Berwick-upon-T'weed, on the 5th of November 
1761, and am conſequently in the twenty-fifth year of my age, My + 
countrymen, I hope, will be leniert in their teflections upon me, for 
n. an odium on the north part of Britain; it being generally allowed 


that 


. 
that the inhabitants of the north are more remarkable for their chaſlity 
than the ſouth Britons. 


I als ſolemnly atteſt that the particulars above related are 
fritly true, and I am ready and willing ts confirm them upon oath, if 
required. Witneſs my hand this thirty-firft day of March one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eigbty-fix. | | 

FOHN MOTHERILL. 


a 
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This Day is publiſhed, Printed in QUARTO. Price One Shilling. 


Embelliſhed with an elegant Coryzn-PLaTz, repreſenting the Tomb-ſtones 
| Scene in Brighthelmſtone Church-yard, 


THE GENUINE TRIAL OF 


JOHN MOTHERILL 


| More generally known by the Name of 
THE BRIGHTHELMSTONE TAYLOR, 


Dog a RAPE ON THE BODY or MISS CATHERINE 
| WADE, Daughter of Mr. Wap, Maſter of the Ceremo- 
nies at Brighthe/mſtone ; at the Aſſizes held at Eaſt Grimſtead, before 
JupGE ASHURST, for the County of Suſſex, on Tueſday, the 21ſt 
of March, 1786. Together with the Pleadings of the Counſel on 
that very extraordinary Trial, taken in Short-Hand, 
By. Mr. WIL EK I NS UI 

*4* The Public are requeſted to obſerve, that this Quarto Edition upon 
fine Paper, is not a mere Narrative of ſome of the Facts, but the whole 
of the Evidence ſtated by way of Queſtion and Anſwer, in a clear and 
circumſtantial Manner, 
LoxpoN : Printed for R. RANDALL, No. 116, Shoe-Lane, 
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